
** Nominations are needed for the positions of Chairman, Vice-

Chairman, Secretary, and Treasurer.  If you are willing to serve if 

elected AND you are a PAID member of ASQ you may nominate 

yourself or a fellow ASQ member to any or all these positions.   To 

nominate yourself or another ASQ member, send an e-mail to 

officers@asq1401.org with a subject: “Nomination for Officer of 

ASQ”, please include your full name, your ASQ member number (if 

known) and the office(s) you are self-nominating yourself to serve.  

If nominating another ASQ member please also include their name 

and ASQ member number if known as well as the office(s) you are 

nominating them to serve. ** DEADLINE IS NOON Friday Oct 19 
                                                

 

Amigo 

Quality 

Volume 39 Number 1 

 

Welcome to the October 2018 issue of the Newsletter, your local 
provider of information and learning opportunities related to quality 
professionals. 

 
 
 
Notice:  The section is actively looking for volunteers willing to 

serve on the leadership committee.  If you are willing to volunteer, 
please send an email letting us know your willingness to serve to 
Officers@asq1401.org with a subject of “Willing to serve on the 
leadership committee”  

Membership Meeting 

DATE: Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

SCHEDULED TIME: 6:30 P.M to 8:00 PM 

LOCATION: 8101 Boeing Dr, El Paso, TX 

mailto:officers@asq1401.org
mailto:Officers@asq1401.org


 
Speaker NASA  

Topic NASA Avicraft Maintenance facility Tour US Citizens only.  Non-US citizens are not 

allowed into the facility 

Next Leadership Council Meeting 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 from 9:00 am to 12 noon 

United Blood Services, 424 S. Mesa Hills Dr. 

 

THE CHAIR SPEAKS 

SERGIO R. VEGA 

 
Greetings to all our Quality Professionals.  We have been getting 

many complements for inviting our City Manager, Mr. Tommy Gonzalez, to 
our September General Membership meeting and his high-energy delivery 
of all the good city projects presentation did not disappoint anyone.  It is 
very refreshing to know, that the leader of our city government has 
continued to implement Lean Six Sigma tools to make our local 
government more efficient and be able to attract better business 
opportunities for our communities.  In addition, to also know that our city 
employees are being trained and certified in LSS to save taxpayers’ 
money. 

 



 
ASQ Section 1401 Appreciation Award presented to Mr. Tommy Gonzalez 

 
This week, thanks to the efforts of Mark Aldred, we will be visiting and 

touring the NASA Avicraft Maintenance facility.  I hope that you are just as 
excited as I am to be part of this unique tour.  Please do not forget that you 
need to be a US citizen in order to enter this site.  

 
Like always, hope to see you all on Wednesday, Oct. 17 at 6:30 

sharp.  Thank you very much for your support! 
 

Sincerely yours, 

Sergio R. Vega 
Chair, ASQ Greater El Paso Section 1401 
 
 

AUTOMOTIVE SECTION 

HECTOR LUGO 

 
Thank you to all members participating on this section and the winner 

is: Automotive designers have been replacing mechanical components with 
electric alternatives almost since the first horseless carriage caused 
consternation in horse-drawn traffic and pedestrians alike. The earliest 



vehicles, for example, used kerosene lamps for lighting, but they did not 
last long—the first electric light for vehicles came out in 1906.   

 
Innovations that are more recent have included high-intensity lighting 

(HID), LED lamps, and auto-leveling headlights. A similar pattern is found 
across the vehicle: The steady replacement of mechanical functions by 
their electronic equivalents. 

 
Several factors are driving the switch from mechanical to electronic 

technology. Electronic solutions tend to increase the complexity and 
perhaps cost of the design, but they offer higher performance, higher 
efficiency, smaller size, and lower weight. They also allow designers to 
include features that are not feasible, or even possible, with mechanical 
designs. 

 
See you at the meeting! 

 

EDUCATION SECTION 

KIM PRIES  
 

 In education and many other enterprises, it seems we try to see how 
much we can do with how much rather than how much we can do with how 
little. The second approach can be minimalistic, but it does not need to be. 
What we are generally after is some level of effectiveness and efficiency 
both financially and in terms of execution. 

 
For example, in the software world, we tend to demand integrated 

development environments for code editing. Some software engineers will 
be crippled if they do not have their special tool! I am old enough that I 
began programming with punch cards, when we didn’t have real editors 
and we used “PRINT” statements for debugging since we didn’t have line 
editors, full-screen editors, or debuggers!!!! 

 
I am not recommending a return to the past; however, it seems we 

lose something often when we develop these big, overarching tools. 
Perhaps that is why some organizations keep their gray-haired people, 
because the younger employees know little of the analog world. 

 



In a not-too-long-ago cyberattack by the Russians on the Ukraine 
grid, Ukrainian engineers could restore power relatively quickly because 
the Ukraine system was primitive compared to what we have in Europe and 
the United States. A point to ponder… 

 
Check it out!  

 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
ALFONSO ENRIQUEZ 

 
Electrical Discharge Machining in the quality of plastic extrusion dies. 
 
As Hector writes in his note above, there is a change from 

mechanical to electrical or electronics. EDM uses an electrically charged 
hair-thin wire to remove microscopic particles1. The wire carries one side of 
the charge, conductive material (steel) carries the other side of the charge, 
and when the two get close an electrical spark spans the gap, 8,000 C to 
12,000 C (14,400 to 21,600) melting away tiny dust particles of the size two 
microns or smaller. Deionized water is used as a dielectric because it does 
not conduct electricity—in wire EDM the liquid controls the sparking, cools 
the process, and flushes away those tiny particles—all very quickly—at 
about a million parts per second. 

 
The extrusion die has the profile shape made in a steel plate by the 

wire machine. EDM machines have been in use for several years. Our 

plastic extrusion plant in El Paso has this machine in the Tool Room, and 

there are several shops in El Paso that have EDMs. 

An alternative technology is Surface Laser Melting, which promises a better 

quality of the surface of the extrusion die2. 

EDM improved the quality of machining, and SLM could give a further 

improvement in the manufacturing of extrusion dies. 

1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBueWfzb7P0 

2 https://www.rtejournal.de/ausgabe12/4290 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pBueWfzb7P0
https://www.rtejournal.de/ausgabe12/4290


RE-CERTIFYING AND ASQ CERTIFICATIONS  

STEVEN SCHAFER 

Out of a total of 7 member(s) whose certifications expired December 
2017, 0 member(s) are in the process of submitting their certifications and 
6 member(s) completed their re-certifications. 

 
Out of a total of 8 member(s) whose certifications expired June 2018, 

3 will lose their certifications if they do not re-certify by the end of 
December 2018, 0 member(s) re-certifications are being processed and 5 
member(s) completed their re-certifications. 

 
Out of a total of 4 member(s) whose certifications will expire 

December 2018, 3 will lose their certifications if they do not re-certify by the 
end of June 2019, 0 member(s) re-certifications are being processed and 1 
member(s) completed their re-certifications. 

 
Members can re-certify early!  As long as you have enough points 

you can re-certify as early as six months before your certification expires.  
Your Certifications will be extended 3 years beyond the certification 
expiration date you currently have for your certification, so you don’t lose 
anything by re-certifying early.  Remember, you can only claim points that 
you have accumulated up to the time you submit and these points need to 
be collected during your 3 year certification period. Out of a total of 11 
member(s) whose certifications will expire June 2018, 10 will lose their 
certifications if they do not re-certify by the end of December 2019, 0 
member(s) re-certifications are being processed and 1 member(s) 
completed their re-certifications. 

 
If anyone has questions on how to re-certify to extend their ASQ 

Certifications and/or how to synchronize them if they have more than one, 
please let me know.  Re-certifying by exam costs more and is a lot more 
difficult than re-certifying through the accumulation of RU points.  You can 
reach me, the Re-Certification Chair, at 915-241-4780 or (501) 615-8170.  
Please leave a message on the answering machine if no one answers and 
I will call back you as soon as I can.  You can also reach me via the 
Internet at spikeguate@sbcglobal.net.  I am ready to help with any 
questions you might have about Re-Certifying or about any ASQ 
Certifications you might have, call me.  The Re-Certification Journal is at 

mailto:spikeguate@sbcglobal.net


the following link and will guide you in the re-certification process 
https://asq.org/cert/recertification 

 

 When re-certifying, always get the most recent Re-certification 
Journal information.  The lasted Re-Certification Journal is January 2018.  
For ASQ members the fee for one certification is $69.00 and for two or 
more $89.00; for non-members the fee for one $109.00 and for two or more 
$109.00 each). 
 

Members who renew their membership early online will receive a 

coupon code: RCRT in which $69.00 will be deducted off their recert 

fees.  . 

 

 Projected Events 

2018 Month Date Day Event Location 

 Oct 17 Wednesday General 
Membership 
Meeting 

NASA 
8101 Boeing Dr 

 Nov 10 Saturday Leadership 
Committee 
Meeting 

United Blood Services 
424 S. Mesa Hills Dr 

 Nov 14 Wednesday General 
Membership 
Meeting 

UTEP 

 Dec 8 Saturday Christmas 
Dinner 

Carlos & Mickey’s 

 

  

https://asq.org/cert/recertification


 

 

 

2018 Officers/Committee Chairs 
 

Chair: Sergio R. Vega 
Work Phone: (915) 860-6257 
Cell Phone: (915) 276-1130 

e-Mail: sergio.vega@dish.com 

Internet Liaison: Jack Vaughn 
Home Phone: (915) 594-6662 
Cell Phone: (915) 549-2014 
e-Mail: jvaughn@utep.edu 

Vice Chair: Evaristo Campos Torres 
Cell Phone: (915) 929-3142 

e-Mail: Evaristo.Campostorre@dish.com 

 
Newsletter: Kim Pries 
Home: (915) 525-1724 

e-Mail: jpries1@elp.rr.com or 

khpries@gmail.com 

 
 

Treasurer: Rebecca Diaz 
Mobile Phone: (915) 321-0279 

e-Mail: rbkgomez@yahoo.com 

 

Publicity Chair: Fernando Urbina 
Phone: (915) 845-7700 

e-Mail: furbina@sewsus.com  

Secretary: Keith Fong 
Home Phone: (915) 351-7535 
Work Phone: (915) 612-7147 

e-Mail: fongk@asme.org  

 
Refresher Classes/Workshops Chair: Hector Lugo 

Phone: (915) 208-2502 
Home Phone: (915) 581-8091 
e-Mail: h7tetor@hotmail.com   

 

Membership Chair: Vacant 
Cell Phone: 

e-Mail: 

Business Student Section: Vacant 
Cell Phone:  

e-Mail: 
 

Nominations Chair: Vacant 
Cell Phone: 

e-Mail: 

 

Partners In Education: Vacant 
Cell Phone: 

e-Mail: 
 

Auditing: Mark Aldred 
Phone: (575)343-2182 

e-Mail: AldredAerospace@gmail.com  

 

Asst Newsletter/Recert Chairman: Jack Vaughn 
Home Phone: (915) 594-6662 
Cell Phone: (915) 549-2014 
e-Mail: jvaughn@utep.edu 

Education: Alfonso Enriquez 
Work Phone (915) 231-4571 

e-Mail: alfonso.enriquez@att.net 

 
Recertification Chair: Steven Schafer 

Home Phone: (915) 241-4780 
e-Mail: spikeguate@sbcglobal.net 
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